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FOREWORD 



Our readers will regret to learn that Dr. VoOEL, the founder of the Kern Institute 
and hitherto Chief-editor of the Annual Bibliography, after having maintained the high 
scholarly standards of this publication in a stately row of no less than twelve volumes, 
last year expressed the definite wish to be relieved from the chief-editorship and to 
shift this task on to the shoulders of his junior colleagues in the board of editors. 
This decision, naturally, has to be respected, the more so as it is engendered by the 
wish of Dr. Vogel, in the coming years, to devote himself entirely to the study of 
various subjects of his special archaeological interest, the results of which may be 
expected to stimulate antiquarian investigations in no less degree than was done by 
his eminent work in connection with the Bibliography. Yet the present editors are 
convinced that all readers of the Annual will only with the greatest reluctance bid 
farewell to Dr. Vogel as their faithful guide and that they wish to express their deep 
gratitude to him, not only for having led them, during twelve years, with never failing 
sureness, through the ever expanding domains of archteological literature, but also for 
deeply impressing them with the feeling that all Greater Indian archaeologists, what- 
ever their speciality, belong to the same body of workers who by close co-operation 
and mutual understanding alone may attain fruitful and lasting results. 

The present editors fully realize that the continuation of the work of Dr. Vogel 
involves a heavy task which could not possibly be performed without the much valued 
help of the same collaborators who, in previous years, readily have rendered their 
assistance whenever it was called upon, either by contributing articles and photographs 
giving an idea of the progress of archaeological research in various quarters or by 
supplying the necessary bibliographical notes. It is highly gratifying that for the present 
volume also this assistance has been forthcoming from Dr. HiranaNDa Sastri, Director 
of Archaeology, Baroda State, Dr. S. Paranavitana, Assistant to the Archteological 
Commissioner, Ceylon, Mons. G. CcEDfes, Directeur de l'ficolc fran^aise d'Extrcmc- 
Orient, Dr. W. F. Stutterheim, Director of Archeology, Netherlands India, Sir Richard 
Burr, Dr. H. G. Quaritch Wales, and Dr. J. Pm. Vogel. Our sincere thanks arc 
due to these scholars for their valuable contributions to the Introduction. Likewise we 
are indebted to Dr. Stefan Przeworski of the University of Warsaw for providing us 
with the titles of books and articles published in Poland and Russia; to Dr. B. C. Law 
in regard to publications in Indian vernaculars; to Mr. N. L. Rao for sending us 
abstracts of articles and books in South-Indian languages; and to Mr. R. J. Forbes 
who continued to supply us with data regarding the technical side of archaeology. 

We much regret to state that for this volume no contribution was received relating 
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to the work of the Archaeological Department in India, so that a serious gap in our 
survey of antiquarian progress in the main region of Indian culture remains to be 
filled. Wc hope to be able to do so in next year’s issue. 

Information regarding books and articles, published in Japan on Indian arch Ecology, 
which used to be supplied by Professor Fckushiwa, is likewise missing. 

The collating and arranging of data of the bibliography proper was mainly 
accomplished by Dr. A. J. Goedhker, Conservator of the Kern Institute, who has 
earned our thanks for the thorough and painstaking manner in which he fulfilled his task. 

We conclude this foreword by expressing the sincere hope that the political 
circumstances which, at the present moment, impede all communication between the 
belligerent nations, in future will not endanger the regular appearance and distribution 
of this Bibliography. For archaeology can thrive only in an atmosphere of peace, 
where no hatred and envy exist between thr. peoples, but, on the contrary, a strong 
need is felt to understand and appreciate what each civilization has contributed of its 
own to the common heritage of mankind. 

F. D. K. Bosch 
N. J. Krom 
J. H. Kramers 
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INTRODUCTION 

INDIA 

NOTE ON AN IVORY STATUETTE FROM POM PEI 



In October 1938 a discovery of unusual interest was made at Pompei by Professor 
Amadeo Maiuju, Superintendent of the Antiquities of Campania and Director of the 
National Museum of Pompei and Ercolano. The learned world is greatly indebted to 
the discoverer for the excellent account of his unique find which he published 
very soon afterwards *. With Professor MaIURi’s permission, we propose to reproduce 
here the principal portions of his article in English translation together with some 
additional observations which the reading of it has suggested. 

In the corner of the colonnaded portico of a large private house facing the Via 
delTAbbondanza a considerable number of small utensils of bronze, glass and terra- 
cotta came to light, including an ivory statuette (height 54 centimeters) in which 
Professor Maiuri at once recognized a work of Indian art*. As this precious object, 
owing to pressure, had been partly splintered into little fragments, it had first of all 
to be restored. This task having been accomplished with the utmost care by the 
expert, Signor Armando Mancixi, it was found that fortunately only a few insignificant 
portions of the statuette were missing. 

It is noteworthy that from the top of the head a circular hole had been drilled 
through the axis of the ivory figure to a depth at about a level with the loins. This 
aperture was evidently intended to receive a metal pin which must have supported 
either some sacred symbol or possibly a mirror or similar object of practical utility. The 

‘ Amadeo Maiuri. Statuette tbttrnea dt artt Indiana it Pfimpei ( Lr Arh, R&ssegna bimestrale dell' Arte 
Antica e Modern* a ctira della Direzione Generalc della AntichitA e Belle Arti). Anno I, fuse. II, p. 111—5. 
Florence [1939V 

3 See Plate I. 
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bottom surface of the object is inscribed with a sign which bears some resemblance 
to a tritUla, but may also represent the Kharoshthi letter St. Professor Maiuri suggests 
that this syllable might be an abbreviation of the name Siva, but as the statuette 
does not represent this deity, he is more inclined to assume that the mysterious mark 
merely indicates the maker of the object. 

The female figure with its full forms and provoking sensuality is a typical product 
of ancient Indian art : it recalls the well-known V akshinl figures of Bharhut, Sanchi 
and Mathura. It is shown nude and standing with the legs crossed. The broad, full 
face with large wide-open eyes, wide, fleshy mouth and round chin above soft, fat 
throat is turned to the left and has an expression of happy, smiling sensuality and 
triumphant carnal beauty. It has very full and almost spherical breasts prominent like 
two enormous acorns, arched flanks, massive and heavy legs, scarcely incised with fat 
folds at the knees; the foot is firmly fixed in a mortise of the base. The left hand 
raises, so as to lighten its weight, one of the two heavy ear-pendants, incised with 
lozenge-shaped ornamentation, which are meant to hang down front the lobes of the 
ear. The other hand, which is raised and turned behind the neck, is shown in the 
act of supporting on her back a festoon of the rich necklace. 

The statuette displays the most sumptuous and complicated adornment of jewelry 
which up to the present has been encountered in Indian representations of the female 
nude. The figure is naked but for a rich girdle from which on both sides the drapery 
of a shawl ijtaridhana ), perhaps of silk, descends. It is wearing the customary heavy 
anklets and rows of rings which tightly enclose the ankles and lower legs, and bracelets 
encasing the arms below the elbovr. But the decoration of the head, chest and back, 
is even more ostentations and fanciful. 

A heavy necklace consisting of a triple string of large pearls hangs down between 
the breasts and ends below them in a pendant in the form of a lotus-flower. Above the 
breasts this necklace is relieved by two projecting cylindrical ornaments which arc 
likewise derived from the floral forms of the lotus. 'Hie low forehead shows a large, 
rosette-shaped ornament, perhaps a sacred symbol, between the sleek, parted hair. At 
the back of the neck an enormous pin issues horizontally, like a large floral horn, 
from the massive headdress. Finally two long festoons, the one resembling lotus-flowers 
and the other palm-leaves, after having diadem-like encircled the head of the female, 
descend over the shoulders down to the waist, forming as it were the twofold border 
of a sumptuous and richly fringed hood, adorned with a large central rosette and with 
bundles of lotus-flowers, so as entirely to cover the back of the figure down to the 
hips and to the flat band of the girdle. 

The two female attendants flanking the central personage, so as to produce the 
aspect of a tricorporal figure, repeat faithfully but in the sharper and more rigid forms 
of youth its type, features and costume. The artist has very' ably flattened and 
shortened the modelling of these attendants (the side and back views should be observed) 
in order to reduce them to the mere function of caryatids without concealing or 
minimizing the massive impression of the body of the central figure. This flattening 
produces a delicious sensation of primitiveness, which, while weakening and suppressing 




